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Church Business
It has been a busy month for us this

November. It has taken some adjustment to
get used to life in Russia again, but we are
happy to be here and blessed to have
opportunity to work for the Lord.  We hope
that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and
are enjoying the rest of your holiday season.

Thanksgiving proved to be a wonderful
opening to teach others about the blessings
we have from the Lord. Most Russians
neither understand this holiday, nor the One
that we are spending time to thank. Because
of this, we were again invited into the public
school to talk about the history of
Thanksgiving and some of the traditions we
had on such a special holiday. Adrianne
taught three different classes in the school
and was invited back next month.

Erik also did some teaching of his own
when he gave a lecture about Thanksgiving
for all English speakers in the city. We had
originally planned to have the lecture at the
American Center Library, but new
arrangements were necessary.  It was a
blessing to have a large office for the church
where we could hold the lecture instead.

We have found a new enthusiasm in Bible
classes since we have been back.  Some of
the members are very eager have the Bible
classes again and be learning more about
God’s Word.  Erik has also begun lessons
with Artyom again, studying the Bible as
well as the Greek language. Thanks to the
special Christians at the Lomax church, we
were able to buy Artyom a Greek New
Testament for his study.  He was very
surprised and thankful for such a nice gift.

We planned a special “Kid’s Day” for the
fifth Sunday of this month.  Although it did
not turn out as we had hoped, we were happy
to see the participation of the members.

We thank all of you for your continued
prayers as the Lord’s Truth is spread
throughout Russia.  It is a difficult time for
the Russians right now, as they are also
experiencing a financial crisis. We hope that
you will continue to remember your brothers
and sisters around the world.
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Students at the public
school, enjoying their first

taste of pumpkin pie!
Love,
 Erik and Adrianne

________________________________________

Thank you to all who are
helping the Lord’s work
here in Yekaterinburg !

All funding and donations may
be sent to:
Estes church of Christ
Attn: Russia Mission Fund
PO Box 191
Henderson, TN  38340
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An American Thanksgiving
The Thanksgiving holiday

provides a wonderful opportunity
for teaching others about God
and His blessings; especially in a

country that considers taking a
day to thank the Lord such a
foreign concept. This month,
Adrianne was excited to be
invited to the schools once again,
this time to teach classes on the
American holiday of
Thanksgiving. She taught three
different classes, one tenth grade
and two fifth grade classes.

What a blessing to see those
eager students, excited to learn

more
about
America
and its
holidays.
They

were so interested to hear the
origins of the holiday, and the
stories of the Separatists, and
why they wanted to leave
Europe, as well as the
cooperation between the Pilgrims
and the natives of America.

As a final treat, Adrianne
brought pumpkin pie for everyone
to try a small piece. That was,
perhaps, the biggest treat of all,
as none of them had ever tasted
anything like that before. We
have already been invited to
come back next month for more
opportunities to teach these
young minds.
15 Years

Did You Know??
 We will be celebrating the
2009 New Year  ten hours

before New York City.

A Reason to Celebrate
This month marked the 15 year

anniversary for the congregation in
Degtyarsk.  We were so happy for
them and their diligence to
continue in the faith.  Over the past
fifteen years, they have seen times
of happiness, and times of pain,
rebirths and falling away, but they
are a wonderful group of people
with a love for the Lord.

To celebrate this commemorative
anniversary, the church had a
special service followed by a
fellowship meal. They had two
unexpected Jehovah Witnesses
visit just minutes before worship
began. Although the two JWs were
invited to learn more about God’s
Word and study, they refused and
continued on their way.

The original two members of the
Degtyarsk church are Nina and
Vera (incidentally, the word vera
means faith). They are two sisters
who spent the first few years, after
becoming Christians, travelling to
Yekaterinburg every Sunday to
meet with the saints there until a
congregation was established in
Degtyarsk. We praise these ladies
as well as all the other current
members in the Degtyarsk
congregation, for their faith and
service to the Lord.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer Corner
 Victor – he has had more difficulties
with his health over the past few
weeks.
 The congregation – that we may be
able to do much work over the next
two months.
 Residence permit – that we are able
to obtain the permit to continue living
in Russia.
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A. Grandfather Frost – Дед Мороз
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